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 GIPAôs ñHollywood Nightò was an Unforgettable Event 

 

  
The spectacular setting of the residence of the German Consul Klaus 

Ranner and his wife Barbara Zesewitz was the background of this yearôs 

GIPA Parentsô-Night-Out Gala. Jacqueline Duester, this yearôs Event Chair 

and the Gala team Daniela Kuczurba, Michaele Garcia, Dietmar Renner 

and Kirsten Eisfeld put together a spectacular night. We also want to thank 

Christiane Jung and Andrea Spiegelberg for their assistance with the 

invitations and the wonderful volunteers who helped with the set-up. It was 

a great team effort which put together this truly special event. The guests 

enjoyed great food by Chef Tano and a fun evening narrated by Sandra 

Cue and Walter Mueller. Thanks to Pascal Depuhl for again providing those 

beautiful photographs of all the guests and thanks to Peter Duester for the 

photos of the party. Highlights of the evening were the GIPA Awards for our 

great German teachers and the GIPA volunteers as well as the raffle of a 

stay at the Azul Beach Hotel, provided by Karisma Hotels and organized by 

Andrea Spiegelberg. Congratulations to the Fuentes family! A special thank 

you goes to the German American Social Club for providing the tables and 

chairs and to the members of the German Sonntagskick who helped with 

the transport and set-up. Please take a moment to look at our list of 

sponsors coming up later in this newsletter. The event would not have been 

possible without them. 

 
 
Guests Enjoyed Traditional German Maibaumfest 

The traditional German Maibaumfest on the 

grounds of the German American Social Club 

was organized by the Club in cooperation with 

GIPA under the leadership of Dietmar Renner. 

The guests had a wonderful time with delicious 

German food and performances of our German 

Program 3
rd

 graders and other German 

organizations. A big ñThank Youò to all the volunteers who made this event 

possible. 
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Outstanding Performances by Sunset German Program Students 

Our amazingly talented German Program 
Sunset students had the opportunity to shine 
at the yearly ñDeutschland Globalò Event at 
Sunset Elementary School. Each class 
showcased their talents and even those 
visitors who did not understand the German 
texts were mesmerized by the incredibly 
creative and entertaining performances by 
our Sunset students. Our heartfelt thanks to 
the wonderful German teachers who not only 
teach our students, but also help them 
showcase their accomplishments and bring 
out the best in them. 

   

 

GIPA Yearbook 2009/2010 Ready for Distribution 

Congratulations to this yearôs Yearbook team, led by Kirsten Eisfeldt, who 
put together a great memento for our students and families. Enjoy great 
moments of the school year 2009/2010 in the German Program. 
Yearbooks will be available for sale for $ 10 for GIPA members and $ 20 for 
non-members. More information will soon be available. 
If you miss the Yearbook sale in the school, you can contact Kirsten at 
kirsteneisfeldt@me.com and she will arrange for you to purchase a copy. 

 
 
 
OUR GERMAN STUDENTS EXCELLED AT EVERY LEVEL: 
 
Congratulations to our Sunset German Program Students  
 
In a nationwide German writing contest, our Sunset German Program students won several 
prizes. 
 
Congratulations to Tamara Duester, who wrote a winning essay, which was published in a 
brochure and who received the main prize. 
 

mailto:kirsteneisfeldt@me.com


 Also receiving prizes were: N. Lesche (3
rd

 grade), N. Kuczurba (3
rd

 grade), S. Pacetti (4
th
 

grade), P. Luchau (5
th
 grade), T. Huebner (5

th
 grade), S. Krstajic (3

rd
 grade) 

 

Coral Reef German Students get medieval at State Competition. 

 Hwæt! Between 22-24 April 2010, 35 
Cudas (short for Barracudas, Reefôs mascot) 
competed against other Florida schools at 
the state German language competition. We 
brought home second place for best school, 
a number of group awards (first place for 
Wettbewerb [brain bowl] level 3, second 
place for Wettbewerb level 2, first place for 
Stammtisch [table centerpiece], first place 
for Bunter Abend [talent show], and even 
best sandcastle!), and 75 individual awards 
for oral and written performance, as well as 
artistic projects. Kelsey Diez won best in 
show for impromptu level 4, and Mikaela 
Mendoza-Cardenal won best in show for 
impromptu level 2, as well as the level 2 spelling bee. 

 

                 

Wettbewerb level 3 team and first-place winners:                   Best sandcastle 
Caitlin Canavan, Dominique Forestier,  
Kelsey Diez, Lisa David 

 

CARVE R MIDDLE SCHOOL GERMAN STUDENTS DID AN 

OUTSTANDING JOB AGAIN  
 

Chairperson of the German Magnet Program at Carver Middle, Frau Gabriele 
Moghani, proudly reported the outstanding accomplishments of our German 
Program students at Carver Middle School:  
 
Carver German Program Students Excelled in German Competition  



Dear Par ents and Guardians,  

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that we announce that G.W. Carver Middle 

School students did exceptionally well during Saturdayôs countywide foreign 

language competition organized by the Foreign Language Teachers of Dade 

County.  

G.W. Carver Middle scored 1st place in Dade County, competing against Senior High 

School students.  

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the parents that volunteered their time 

to judge this event: Mrs. Karin Andersen, Karoline Carvajal and Dr. Uchd orf. I would 

also like to thank my colleagues Mrs. Staertzel and Mrs. Leontadiris for their 

continued support and all their help in this regard. And last but not least, 

congratulations to all the students that participated and proved once again what 

G.W. C arver Middle School is all about. Following are the results:  
Written exams:  
1st Place 
Level I: Scott Rhor, Luis Vera  
Level II: Giselle Lankenau  
Level III: Yilena Jimenez, Tiana Krstajic, Max Carvajal, Jan Anderson  
Level IV: Isabella Carlsson, Alexandra Uch dorf  
2nd Place 
Level I: Patrick Martin, Howard Senior  
Level II: Brian Ransom, Allison Garcia  
Level III: Stefan Anderson, Yara Contijoch  
Level IV: Leila Zakaria, Sebastian Salathe  
3 rd  Place 
Level II: Sofia Toche  
Level III: Andrea Villa, Nicolas Brunk, Vladi mir Zientek  
4th Place  
Level I: Grace Howie, Nicolas Poveda  
Oral Presentations/Impromptu:  
1st Place 
Level I: Patrick Martin, Luis Vera  
2nd Place 
Level I: Scott Rhor  
Oral Presentations/Poetry:  
1st Place 
Level I: Kerrie Corcoran  
Level III: Stefan Anderson, Ma x Carvajal, Yara Contijoch, Jan Anderson  
Level IV: Leila Zakaria, Sebastian Salathe, Isabella Carlsson  
2nd Place  
Level I: Grace Howie, Nicolas Poveda  
Level II: Allison Garcia, Giselle Lankenau, Sofia Toche, Brian Ransom  
Level III: Andrea Villa, Tiana Krsti jic  
Level IV: Nicolas Brunk  
3 rd  Place 
Level III: Yilena Jimenez  
4 th  Place 
Level I: Howard Senior  
Level IV: Alexandra Uchdorf  
Spelling Bee Winner:  
1st Place 
Level II: Allison Garcia  
 
With kind regards,  
 
Gabriele Kieren-Moghani 
German Department Chair  
G.W. Carver Middle School  
 
 
 



 
AATG Testing At G.W. Carver Middle School 
 
Herzlichen Glückwunsch! G.W. Carver Middle School students participated in the high school 
testing program sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of German (AATG)  on 
January 11th and 12th, 2010. The AATG test is a test of high school course work for students in 
the German International Studies and International Education program. All tests inculde listening 
comprehension (brief interchanges, longer dialogues), situational questions testing reading and 
conversational skills, applied structure or grammar, and idioms in context.  
 
The test is not administered to Level 1 students. 
  
The AATG test provides a mean of comparing students to all regions of the US. The national 
percentile rank shows how each student ranked compared to all other students nationally taking 
the same level exam. An average of 25,000 students participate annually nationwide.  
 
Seventy one Carver Middle School students were among those who ranked on or above the 
70th percentile on the national ranking. This achievement, in light of the large number of 
participants, brings honor to our school district, to our school, our German Program, and our 
students.  
 
The following students will receive the Certificate of Merit for their outstanding performance.  
 
Level 2 (7IE): Allison Garcia, Octavio Castro, Giselle Lankenau, Bryan Corrales, Steven Alvarez, 
Brian Ransom, Nelson Echeverria 
 
Level 3 (8IE): Javier Fernandez, Roy Howie, Lindy Campbell, Melissa Perez, Andrea Villa, 
Christina Tomasek, Yilena Jimenez, Cole Scanlon, Paula Lozano 
 
Level 3 (6IS): Jakob Weichselbaumer, Yonatan Deubelbeiss, Mateo Prelle, Nina Kuczurba, Max 
Carvajal, Jan Andersen, Salma Zakaria, Tiana Krstajic, Jessica Mion, Armando Killingsworth, 
Yara Contijoch, Ipanema Carrera Mora, Ian Schlichting, Desiree Penaranda, Kevin Ponce, 
Carolina Cue, Stefan Andersen, Andrea Aguirre, Kaitlin Sabatino, Santiago Vargas, Raphaelle 
Depuhl, Mariana Speckmaier, Christopher Finnern, Johann Rapp 
 
Level 4 (7IS): Oriana Gamper, Leonard Krause, Michael Schiffer, Sean Buchholz, Leila Zakaria, 
Nicolas Brunk, Sebastian Salathe, Vladimir Zientek, Juliana Schwarz, Joseph David, Sarah 
Schiffer, Jesse Morgado, Miguel Herrero, Sophia Napp, Katrina Gawel, Christopher Scholz 
 
Level 4 (8IS): Melina Busch, Isabella Carlsson, Alexandra Uchdorf, Bailey Kling, Valentina 
Steiner, Natasha Urban, Steven Cline, Natasha Dragitsch, Matthew Riedi, Camille Sauberer. 
Ivan Sanchez, Lucia Boccuzzi, Raphal Cymer, Christopher Muniz, Derya Tansel 
 
With kind regards,  
 
Gabriele Kieren-Moghani 
German Department Chair  
G.W. Carver Middle School 

 
 
Carver Middle German Program Students received their awards during a 
delicious brunch, organized by Frau Moghani and her group of volunteers. 
Thanks to everybody who helped honor our wonderful students: 
 



       

 

GIPA General Meeting, Thursday, May 27th 

We would love to see all the German Program families on Thursday, May 27
th
 at 7:30 pm in the 

Sunset Cafeteria for our last meeting of the school year where we are going to discuss important 

aspects of our program! We need your supportéGet involved in your childôs education.



 

Sunset Elementary School Miami and Erich-Klausener-Gymnasium 

Adenau ï Why this American-German Exchange Program has become a 

great success 

By Ines Grabow 

Though 9-11 changed many things in the USA and abroad, it never weakened the exchange of students 
between Germany and our country. If anything, it knitted the bonds between Sunset Elementary School 
and Erich-Klausener-Gymnasium even tighter. So, over a period of fifteen years, only once was a group of 
students not able to travel. It is due to the inspiring effort and enthusiasm of teachers and parents in both 
countries that the flying back and forth has continued till ï literally ï today as currently (11

th
 to 24

th
 April, 

2010) fifteen students from Adenau are visiting their óexchange siblingsô in Miami. 

  
April 12, 2010: Fifteen students and two teachers 
from Erich-Klausener-Gymnasium Adenau have 

arrived at Sunset Elementary School, Miami 

April 12, 2010 (from left to right): Sunset Elementaryôs Principal, 
Dr Marlene Leyte-Vidal, warmly welcomes the exchange teachers 
from Adenau, Ines Grabow, M.A. (Head of English) and Christel 
Stadler 

And exchange siblings they are indeed. Whenever the German students come to Miami, they are óadoptedô 
into the families straight away. It is the same when the American students go to Adenau ï each is 
considered an asset to the respective family. This is possible because the teachers organizing the 
exchange pay close attention to the childrenôs needs and hobbies. Football / Soccer players are matched 
with soccer players, swimmers with swimmers, animal lovers with animal lovers. Thanks to the Internet and 
the commitment of not only the teachers but also ï and to a great extent ï that of the parents, the children 
are not strangers when they finally meet in flesh and blood. They have already got to know each other to 
some degree and feel comfortable to swap families for a fortnight. 
Swapping families might at first seem scary particularly for elementary school children and even more so 
when the distance between the families is an amazing 6,500 miles. But the distance between Miami and 
Adenau has always turned out to be nothing but geographical, for the emotional and educational distance 
between the families involved is so small that it is virtually invisible. 
What is very visible, though, is the impact this exchange has on our studentsô lives. They learn that óoldô is a 
concept that depends on the point of view. When Adenauôs students visit Barnacle Historic State Park, they 
learn that 120 years means old age for a house in Florida. Likewise, the Marksburgôs 800

th
 anniversary 

long having come and gone teaches students from Miami what is considered old in Germany. Miamiôs 
landscape is plane, vegetation is dominated by palm trees, and lizards are everywhere. Adenau is set in a 
mountainous area that is characterized by forests and provides the natural habitat of deer, hogs and ï 
racecars. Adenauôs most famous ósightô is the Nürburgring, one of the eldest Formula 1 racetracks in the 
world. Miami has been the set for many TV and feature film productions, making its skyline familiar to 
German students. So, on a daily basis the students experience that a difference in perception is very much 
coined by the environment you grow up in. And equally they experience that there are many things that are 
the same, no matter where you are. 
The ties between students of both Sunset Elementary School Miami and Erich-Klausener-Gymnasium 
Adenau have become ever stronger, resulting in a considerable number of lasting friendships. In other 
words, we (i.e. the students and, ultimately, Germany and the United States) are beginning to reap what 
two teachers of English and German on either side of the Atlantic sowed some fifteen years ago ï a 
growing understanding and lasting relationships between young people who are to find their ways and 
leave their marks in a global society. 


